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Statement by the Co-Chairs 

 

The European Union - Montenegro Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary 

Committee (SAPC) held its 13th meeting in Strasbourg on 14 June 2017, under 

the co-chairmanship of Mr Ivan BRAJOVIĆ, President of the Parliament of 

Montenegro and Mr Peter KOUROUMBASHEV, Vice-Chairman of the European 

Parliament’s Delegation to the EU-Montenegro SAPC. 

The Co-Chairs underlined the importance of the SAPC as an inter-parliamentary 

platform of Montenegro and the EU for facilitating the country’s accession to 

the Union. The Co-Chairs expressed disappointment that the nonparticipation 

of the opposition in the work of the Skupština and its working bodies also 

affected the meeting of the SAPC. They stated that following the October 2016 

elections, the opportunity to discuss, with Members of the European 

Parliament, developments that led to the polarization of the political climate in 

Montenegro was lost. 

The Co-Chairs stressed that it is important for progress in the accession process 

to re-engage in a constructive, parliamentary dialogue. The Co-Chairs look 

forward to working in the full format of a SAPC in the second half of the year, 

with a participation of all parties represented in the Skupština.  

Mr BRAJOVIĆ and Mr KOUROUMBASHEV welcomed Montenegro’s progress in 

the EU accession negotiations and country’s NATO membership. The Co-Chairs 

stressed that EU accession should be built on an accelerated pace of reforms, 

increased efforts towards meeting all benchmarks and a continued focus on 

the fundamentals of the accession process.  
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They pointed out that each candidate country must be judged on its own 

merits in the terms of fulfilling the same set of criteria. They stated that 

Montenegro is currently the most advanced candidate country and that it 

should become a full-fledged member of the Union as soon as possible. The EU-

Montenegro accession dialogue would have a positive spill over effect for the 

whole region.  

The Co-Chairs recognised that progress on reforms under rule of law Chapters 

23 and 24 remained essential for the overall pace of the negotiating process 

and that corruption and organised crime in Montenegro continued to be a 

source of concern. The Co-Chairs stressed that media freedom is the 

cornerstone of any democracy and highlighted that it is essential to continue 

improving conditions for investigative journalism and to resolve the cases of 

violence against journalists. The Co-Chairs emphasised that Montenegro should 

effectively implement EU and international human rights standards. The Co-

Chairs agreed on the importance of accelerating reforms to tackle 

Montenegro’s key economic challenges with aim to improve living standard of 

its citizens.   

Mr BRAJOVIĆ and Mr KOUROUMBASHEV expressed dismay at alleged attempts 

by Russia to influence developments in Montenegro, including an alleged 

attempted coup d’état on 16 October 2016, as well as at Russia’s blacklist of  

Montenegrin citizens who have been declared personae non gratae in Russia, 

including MPs who voted for Montenegro’s accession to NATO. The Co-Chairs 

strongly condemned the recent deportation from Moscow of one of them and 

invited all EU Members State to counter the negative and disruptive role of 

external actors in the region.  


